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Boulder Food Rescue

- Started in 2011
- Began with evidence-based research with local

Feeding America Food Bank, Community Food
Share

- Found enough food was going to waste to feed
every hungry person in Boulder and County

- Gaps in Food Redistribution Model
- Direct, Just-in-time model created
- Focus on healthy, uncut fruits and vegetables
- Bicycle-powered food recovery nonprofit



Working With Retailers

- Persistence with building
relationships

- Finding solutions that work
for the businesses is key

- Sorting through food with the
power of volunteers

- Flexible hours, days and
just-in time recovery



Some Numbers

- 1,300 lbs. of food
moved per day in
Boulder alone

- 10 donors

- 35 recipients

- 1.5 million pounds
of food recovered
so far

- 150 volunteers



Community Based Participatory
Model

Grocery Program
Model:

- Bypassing barriers

- We have access to
healthy food. We
ask communities if
they want to
exercise their
power to create
their own healthy
food systems.
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Our Members



Technology Support

Food Rescue Robot:

- Logistics Software

- Tracks schedule and
volunteers

- Records data from
pick-ups

- Gives volunteers
autonomy to take
shifts and know how
to do shifts

- Generates receipts for
donors



Resource Support

1. Peer Learning Network
- Share information with each other

on common barriers and
successes

2. Bi-monthly workshops
- Drive community-driven

participatory model

- Volunteer support

- Fundraising

3. Document Sharing
4. One-on-one Consulting
5. Start your own food rescue package



Numbers Nationwide
- 13 Members across the world

- Total Pickups: 35.7 Thousand

- Total Food Rescued: 3.13 Million lbs.

- Number of Volunteers: 1.93 Thousand

- Growing movement in food recovery innovation

- Each food rescue is a different model but shares next
and best practices to fit community needs

- Scalability is within community-driven programs



Thank You!

My Email: 
hana@boulderfoodrescue.org

Follow us on Facebook: 
Boulder Food Rescue

And Twitter:  @bldrfoodrescue

mailto:hana@boulderfoodrescue.org
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